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Cascade Chapter
Of the

Society of Fire Protection Engineers

Constitution
Article I – Name and Location
Section 1. 
Name: The name of the organization shall be “Cascade Chapter of the Society of Fire Protection Engineers.” It shall be known as “SFPE Cascade Chapter” and herein referred to as the Chapter.
Section 2.
The organization is organized as a Chapter of the Society of Fire Protection Engineers (SFPE), 7315 Wisconsin Avenue,Suite( 620 E ), Bethesda, MD 20814 under Article  ( 5) of the SFPE’s Constitution, a non-profit corporation, herein referred to as the Society.

Section 3.
Location: The location of the  (President’s) office shall be ( a resident)  of the State of Oregon (or SW Washington State)
Article II - Objectives
Section 1.
The objects of the Chapter shall be:
a. To unite for mutual benefit those persons actively engaged in and promoting the art and science of fire protection engineering and its allied fields.

b. To provide a means for exchanging information which may enhance or affect fire protection engineering.

c. To develop, encourage, and maintain a high professional and ethical standard among its members.

d. To foster and promote fire protection engineering education.

Section 2.
The Chapter shall not speak for the Society on any local or national matter without specific written authorization of the Society. The Chapter shall not incur financial or contractual obligations for which the Society maybe responsible without written approval of the Society’s Board of Directors, nor shall they engage in any political or other activities inconsistent with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Society.
Section 3.
The Chapter shall abide by the constitution and By-Laws of the Society.
Article III - Membership
Section1.
Membership grades of the Chapter shall be the same as the Society including: Fellow; Honorary Member; ( Professional) Member; Associate Member; Affiliate; Student Member. Only individuals holding a Society membership grade can be members of the Chapter. Student members are accorded all privileges of the Chapter except voting privileges.
Section 2.
The Chapter recognizes the need to maintain a liaison with individuals in the fire-related fields of endeavor and interest who are not members of the Society. The Chapter encourages and accepts the support and participation of these individuals in Chapter activities. The Chapter will accord them the courtesies of regular Chapter publications and participation in meetings and other events upon payment of an annual (dues) Individuals who do not hold a membership grade in the Society but ascribe to the objectives of the Chapter and are interested in supporting and/or participation in Chapter activities shall be referred as supporting constituents.
Section 3.
Supporting constituents shall be accorded all the privileges of the Chapter except to (vote on issues that may deal with the Society, and they shall not represent themselves to be in SFPE in any manner. Supporting constituents can hold officer positions in the Cascade Chapter of SFPE per Article 5, Section 2.) 
Section 4.
Applications for membership and becoming a supporting constituent shall be submitted to the Chapter Treasurer along with applicable dues. Election to Chapter membership shall be automatic according to Society membership status payment of Society dues and Chapter assessment for operation expenses. Supporting constituents need only fill out Chapter information form and pay the Chapter  ( annual dues.)
Section 5.
The Chapter membership year shall be January 1st to December 31st.
Section 6.
Any individual who fails to pay dues when payable or within sixty days of January 1st shall be removed from the Chapter mailing list and not included in the Chapter ( Website Membership List). Reinstatement ( of membership)shall be automatic if within six months of the suspension, the individual files a new information form and submits the Chapter( annual dues.)
Section 7. 
The Executive Committee, after due notice, and hearing if requested by the individual, may terminate the Chapter affiliation of any member who is found guilty of unethical professional conduct, conduct prejudicial to the best interest of the Chapter or falsification of the Chapter information form.
Section 8.
Chapter affiliation is available to those living or working in the state of Oregon and southwestern Washington, and to other Society and Society Chapter members who pay this Chapter’s ( annual dues.)
Article IV-Dues
Section 1.
The Chapter will assess  ( annual dues)  payable to the local Chapter Treasurer as may annually determined by the Executive Committee, upon all Chapter members and supporting constituents.

Section 2.
( Annual dues) paid within the last two months of the membership year shall cover the ensuing Chapter membership year as well.
Article V – Officers and Executive Committee
Section 1.
The officers of the Chapter shall be President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Immediate Past President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
Section 2.
The President and a majority of the Executive Committee shall be fellows, (professional)members, or associate members(, or honorary members) of the Society.
Section 3.
Officers and the Executive Committee shall be elected and hold office for two years or until their successors are elected. New officer elections shall be at the Annual Meeting in April of each two year cycle, as scheduled by the Executive Committee.
Section 4.
The Executive Committee shall serve without salary.

Section 5.
The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers, Immediate Past President, and three individuals elected at-large from the list of members and constituents. At least one of the at-large representatives on the Executive Committee shall be from the supporting constituents list.

Section 6.
The President and both Vice Presidents shall not serve for more than two consecutive terms in any one elective office.

Section 7.
Officers shall be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Chapter and shall assume office ( the following September.)
Section 8.
Vacancies in office may be filled until the next election by a majority vote of the Executive Committee.

Article VI - Administration
Section 1.
The administration and financial functions of the Chapter shall be vested in the Executive Committee which may delegate specific functions to individuals as needed.
Section 2.
The Chapter shall not be bound by any agreement, written or oral, unless the agreement has been approved by the Chapter at a duly called meeting, or by recorded vote of the Executive Committee.
Section 3.
By-Laws shall be established to guide the Executive Committee in governing the operation of the Chapter.

Article VII - Meetings
Section 1.
Meetings of the Chapter shall be held at least quarterly.
Section 2.
The meeting held in April shall be designated as the Annual Meeting.
Section 3.
Special Meetings may be called at any time by a majority vote of the Executive Committee or written request of at least ten chapter members or twenty supporting constituents of the Chapter. At least ten days written notice of such special meetings shall be given prior to the special meeting date. No business can be conducted at a special meeting that is not on the published agenda.

Section 4.
In order to transact business at any meeting of the Chapter, there shall be at least six Chapter members present.
Section 5.
Voting on matters affecting the revisions to the (Chapter) Constitution ( and /or Bylaws)shall be limited to Chapter members present.

Section 6.
Robert’s Rules of Order, this Constitution and the By-Laws, shall govern all meetings. In case of conflict, the Constitution and By-Laws shall prevail.

Article VIII – Amendments

Section 1.
These articles may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Chapter by two-thirds vote of the Chapter membership present. Proposals for amendments shall be submitted in writing to the Chapter Secretary at least forty five days prior to the meeting at which the amendment is to be voted on. Such amendments shall be read at the meeting prior to the meeting at which the amendment is to be voted on and submitted in writing to the Chapter membership at least thirty days prior to the voting.

Section 2. 
Proposed amendments shall take effect upon affirmation ballot unless otherwise indicated in writing.
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